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Annex 5.  
Civil Society Organisations, 
International Organisations and 
Donors and the Peatlands 
 

The Peatlands and Civil Society 
Organizations in the Republic of Congo 
Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) constitute an important stakeholder group 
for the peatlands given their experience working for forest governance, human rights, 
biodiversity conservation and community development. NGOs have been active in 
researching or investigating the state of the peatlands, advocating for new laws to 
protect the peatlands, mapping customary lands, and, in the case of conservation 
NGOs, managing large areas of peatlands designated as Protected Areas. This Annex 
summarises the work of NGOs working in four areas related to the peatlands: forest 
governance, human rights, wildlife conservation and development.  

FOREST GOVERNANCE  

In the 2000’s human rights and Indigenous Peoples’ NGOs campaigned for Indigenous 
Peoples’ rights, which resulted in the 2011 Law on the Promotion and Protection of the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  The NGO L’Observatoire Congolais des Droits de 
l’Homme (OCDH) contributed to this with surveys on the situation of Indigenous people 
in Congo (personal communication, Barros, L., 20 February, 2024). Work continues on 
the secondary legislation related to this law. NGOs also test the application of the law, 
for example APEDTS took an Indigenous land claim to tribunal in Ouesso and won 
recognition of their land tenure (personal communication, Kodja, E., 8 May, 2024). 

in 2019 an international advocacy campaign to keep the peatlands free from oil 
exploration was launched following the government’s announcement of oil in the 
Cuvette Delta. NGOs such as Greenpeace and Rainforest Foundation UK published 
reports, campaigned at international meetings and raised awareness on social media 
(personal communication, Barros, L., 2024; Eisen, J.,2024). Comptoir Juridique Junior 
(CJJ) published a report on the state of the peatlands (2021) and Forum pour la 
Gouvernance et les Droits de l’Homme (FGDH) conducted a study of people’s 
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knowledge of the peatlands in the Likouala (personal communication, Agnimbat 
Emeka, M., 5 October, 2024). 

NGOs such as Centre des Droits de l'Homme et du Développement (CDHD) 
campaigned to ban industrial activities in the peatlands and contributed to the 
inclusion of the ban on exploitation of natural resources in the peatlands in Article 45 
of the Environment Law (pers. comm. Nzobo, R., 27 March 2024; Law on Sustainable 
Management of the Environment, 2023). Earlier, a legal working group supported by 
Rainforest Foundation UK, the legal NGO ClientEarth and the EU-advocacy NGO Fern 
had campaigned for the revision of the Forest Law and “made positive contributions 
that were included in the final Forest Code,” such as the inclusion of FPIC and an 
official mandate for civil society’s independent forest monitoring (personal 
communication, Eisen, J. 23 January, 2024; Haywood, C., 10 September, 2024).  

HUMAN RIGHTS 

The Forest Peoples Programme (FPP) supports communities to conduct advocacy on 
their priority issues and facilitates dialogue between Indigenous Peoples and Bantu 
villagers to improve local governance and inclusive decision-making (personal 
communication, Aweleka, D. 6 May, 2024). Rainforest Foundation UK supports 
participatory mapping of customary tenure and community led advocacy to improve 
access, control and use of land and resources (Rainforest Foundation UK, 2015).  
Despite this, the customary tenure in the peatlands forests is relatively un-mapped 
(Rainforest Foundation, UK, 2020).  

The role of NGOs in human rights and forest governance has also included NGO 
monitoring of activities in the forests, peatlands and agricultural concessions. For 
example, the Congolese Observatory of Human Rights (OCDH) conducted an 
observation mission in the Atama plantation which borders the peatlands in Cuvette 
department, which raised awareness of the legal obligations of the company to the 
local communities (World Rainforest Movement, 2017). For example, during the 
implementation of the World Bank’s Emissions Reductions programme the NGO Global 
Participe has been monitoring whether local communities have received benefits from 
the programme.  Finally, NGOs sometimes support or monitor Free Prior and Informed 
Consent (FPIC) processes, for example Forest Peoples Programme has been assisting 
in the proposed Messok-Dja protected area (personal communication, Kibangou Ngoy, 
I., 15 February, 2024; Forest Peoples Programme, 2019).  

Civil society has also undertaken independent forest monitoring, as part of a Forest 
Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) Voluntary Partnership Agreement 
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(VPA) between the Republic of Congo and the EU. This trade agreement signed in 
2013 includes a requirement of the active participation of civil society in independent 
forest monitoring (FLEGT VPA Facility, 2023). Findings and recommendations from this 
monitoring were presented twice per year by the mandated forest monitoring NGO 
called Cercle d’Appui à la Gestion Durable des Forêts, and the government and EU 
reported back on the corrective actions taken (FLEGT VPA Facility, 2023).  

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 

Conservation NGOs co-manage two areas of peatlands in the Republic of Congo.   

Firstly, the World Conservation Society (WCS) co-manages Lac Télé Community 
Reserve with the Congolese Agency for Fauna and Protected Areas (ACFAP). The 
Community Reserve was created in 2001 and is 440,000 hectares in size of which 
350,000 hectares is peatlands. It has 20,000 residents across 27 villages. The 
Community Reserve allows Indigenous Peoples and local communities to use of the 
peatlands according to agreed sustainable natural resource management plans 
(Wildlife Conservation Society, 2023; WWF, 2024).  

The Lac Télé Community Reserve is part of the transboundary Ramsar site, along with 
Lake Tumba in DRC. It has one of the highest recorded densities of western lowland 
gorillas (Gorilla gorilla gorilla), important populations of forest elephants and rich 
biodiversity of birds and freshwater fish (Biloa et al., 2023; Iyenguet et al., 2006; Kalan 
et al., 2010; Wildlife Conservation Society, 2023). Most of the residents in the 
Community Reserve rely largely on fishing. Reductions in fish catch have been recorded 
and linked to the practice of burning areas of floodplain and gallery forest and 
degradation of spawning grounds (Biloa et al., 2023). WCS’s work includes improving 
the wellbeing of local communities and supporting natural resource management, 
alongside biodiversity monitoring (Wildlife Conservation Society, 2023). WCS has also 
recorded an increase in commercial bushmeat hunting of great apes, antelopes and 
crocodiles (Wildlife Conservation Society, 2023).  WCS supports anti-poaching law 
enforcement by training and equipping rangers (known locally as eco-guards) employed 
by the Ministry of Forest Economy (Wildlife Conservation Society, 2023). 

Secondly, World Wide Fund for nature (WWF) co-manages Ntokou Pikounda National 
Park with the Congolese Agency for Fauna and Protected Areas (ACFAP). It is 457,000 
hectares in size, of which approximately 300,000 hectares is peatlands. There are 
approximately 960 people living on the eastern border of the park and a further 7,000 
people living in the wider periphery, who are allowed to register and fish in specified 
areas of the park for two-three month seasons a year (WWF & the Republic of Congo, 
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2024). There are two district-level platforms to assist with management, with 
representatives from relevant ministries and agencies, one in Ntokou District and one 
in Pikounda District (personal communication, Moya, M., 8 May 2024). WWF developed 
an environmental and social risk mitigation framework in 2023, and has community 
liaison staff working in the park, and is putting a management plan in place (WWF & 
the Republic of Congo, 2024).  

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT  

Another stakeholder group with an interest in the peatlands are development civil 
society organisations, both international and local. The organisations want improved 
livelihoods, access to education, health care and other basic services. Many groups 
promote differentiated support for traditional hunter-gatherer ethnic groups 
(Indigenous Peoples under Republic of Congo Law) who are a small minority group, 
and other ethnic groups (often termed as Bantu’s). The communities that are 
dependent on the peatlands are typically geographically isolated, likely meaning lower 
access to basic services, although data is scarce. In Republic of Congo 27% of children 
are fully immunized and infant mortality rates are high, at 32 deaths per 1,000 live 
births, with peatlands-dependent communities likely being poorer than these country 
averages (UNICEF, 2020a; World Bank, 2024). Indigenous Peoples also face additional 
discrimination in accessing basic services. Strikingly, only 32% of Indigenous 
Mbendjele have a birth certificate, compared to 93% of for other ethnic groups 
(Kitsimbou, 2020). 

The discrimination faces by traditional hunter gather groups sometimes also present in 
development programmes.  For example, a UNICEF programme providing education to 
BaYaka children, called ‘Observe, Reflect, Act’ aimed to integrate children into the 
wider schooling system while retaining their traditions (UNICEF, 2020b). However, an 
evaluation found that the curriculum and values transmitted in the classroom 
undermined children’s forest learning and habits, and that some aspects 
disempowered BaYaka children (Bombjaková et al., 2020).   

To our knowledge, there are currently very few development programmes in the 
peatlands: one such NGO is Initiative Developpement, which has a programme to 
improve Indigenous peoples’ access to services in areas overlapping with the 
peatlands. Very few NGOs have worked on programmes with comprehensive coverage 
of all households regionally or nationally, with the exception of Catholic Relief Services 
which has implemented malaria prevention activities nationwide (including in the 
peatlands), successfully delivering bed nets to 98% of all households in the Republic 
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of Congo, including many peatland-adjacent communities (Initiative Developpement, 
n.d.; personal communication Gebremariam, A., 5 October, 2024). 

The Peatlands and the  
International Community 
Many actors including the United Nations-related funding agencies, donor 
governments, and philanthropic foundations have an interest in and in some cases 
fund peatland conservation projects in the Congo Basin. Their interests include 
protecting the peatlands as a carbon store, a habitat for biodiversity, for their retention 
of freshwater, sustainable land management, sustainable livelihoods, rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, and strategies to achieve multiple goals. Below we list some of the 
most important. 

THE CENTRAL AFRICAN FOREST INITIATIVE CAFI  

The Central African Forest Initiative (CAFI), launched during the 2015 United Nations 
General Assembly in New York, is a partnership of the European Union, Germany, 
Norway, France, the United Kingdom, Netherlands, Belgium, and the Republic of Korea.  
CAFI supports investments and reforms to address forest loss and fight poverty. The 
CAFI website shows that donors have committed $892.5 million at the time of writing.  

The Republic of Congo and CAFI signed a Letter of Intent in 2019 that set an objective 
to “Establish and implement land use plans that encourage the protection and 
sustainable management of peatlands and prevent them from being drained and dried 
out” (CAFI & Republic of Congo, 2019). To implement the Letter of Intent CAFI is 
providing US$66 million in funding. CAFI also funds the Sustainable Land Use 
Programme (PUDT in French) which is supporting the development of sustainable land 
use plans for forests and peatlands and reducing the risk of conflict from the 
superposition of land uses , and the development of a land use policy (CAFI & Republic 
of Congo, 2019). 

THE INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE INITIATIVE (IKI)  

The International Climate Initiative (IKI) is the German government’s programme for 
climate action and biodiversity conservation. IKI funds the preservation and restoration 
of carbon sinks (including peatlands), conservation of biodiversity, climate adaptation 
and mitigation, with an annual budget of €710 million in 2023 (International Climate 
Initiative IKI, 2023) 
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IKI funds a peatlands project in the Congo Basin aimed at securing crucial biodiversity, 
carbon and water stores by enabling evidence-based decision making and good 
governance.  The IKI Congo peatlands project supports governance and coordination, 
land use planning, development of a watershed management plan, a public-access 
map of the peatlands, and piloting of sustainable livelihood activities (International 
Climate Initiative IKI, 2024). The project promotes cooperation between the 
Democratic Republic of Congo and the Republic of Congo, with a focus on the Lac Télé 
- Lac Tumba landscape. It is implemented by the United National Environment 
Programme (UNEP) in partnership with the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO), the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development in DRC and the 
Ministry of Tourism and Environment (now MEDDBC) in the Republic of Congo. The 
project has received €15 million in funding and runs from January 2022 to December 
2027 (International Climate Initiative IKI, 2024).  

THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL FACILITY 

The Global Environmental Facility (GEF) funds developing countries’ work to address 
the world’s most pressing environmental issues.  It assists developing countries to 
meet their international obligations relating to climate, biodiversity and the 
environment. It has several trust funds  which are administered by the World Bank, 
UNDP and UNEP, among other implementing agencies (Kapoor & Malviya, 2021). The 
GEF-funded Congo Forest Integrated Programme aims to achieve sustainable 
management of environmental resources through sustainable land-use, forest 
management and biodiversity conservation. Projects related to the peatlands include 
the Integrated Community Based Conservation of Peatlands Ecosystems and 
Promotion of Ecotourism in Lac Télé Landscape project, a 48-month project with a 
US$6.1 million GEF grant, to develop an integrated approach for peatland 
management, with a focus on community and local governance, as a model that can be 
scaled across the region (Global Environment Facility, 2021). Another project, the 
Congo Basin Sustainable Landscapes Impact Program, a US $57.2 million grant to 
address the drivers of forest loss, improve forest governance, support land use 
planning, strengthen the management of protected areas, and decrease the impacts of 
natural resource use by local communities and the private sector in six countries: the 
Republic of Congo, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Cameroon, Central African 
Republic, Equatorial Guinea and Gabon (Global Environment Facility, 2019). These 
projects build on past projects that strengthened anti-poaching and sustainable 
livelihoods adjacent to the Ntokou Pikounda National Park and building the capacity of 
the forest administration and Indigenous Peoples and local communities in 
participatory forest management. 

https://www.international-climate-initiative.com/en/project/securing-crucial-biodiversity-carbon-and-water-stores-in-the-congo-basin-peatlands-by-enabling-evidence-based-decision-making-and-good-governance-21-iv-098-afrika-m-congo-basin-peatlands/
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/10298_Portal_Entry_CEO_Endorsement_Request_1.pdf
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UN ORGANISATIONS AND AGENCIES  

The World Bank, UN Development Programme (UNDP) and UN Environment 
Programme (UNEP), UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and other UN 
agencies are all active in Republic of Congo. The UN Development Assistance 
Framework (2020-2024) provides the strategic direction of UN development 
assistance in Republic of Congo. This has four priorities, namely support for the 
promotion of inclusive and effective governance; support for the development of 
human capital; support for economic diversification and the creation of decent jobs; 
and lastly, support for strengthening resilience to the effects of climate change and 
natural disasters, and improving the management of natural resources (UN, 2023). 
These priorities are closely linked to the peatlands, and community development in 
peatland-adjacent communities.   

UNEP is the agency most involved in projects and programmes related to the 
peatlands. UNEP brokered the 2018 Brazzaville Declaration under the auspices of the 
Global Peatlands Initiative. The following year, on 15 March 2019, the United Nations 
Environment Assembly adopted a resolution supporting the peatlands conservation 
and sustainable management. The resolution recognises the important role peatlands 
play globally in carbon storage and climate change mitigation and the risks posed by 
peatlands degradation and urges governments to sustainably manage and conserve 
peatlands and to rehabilitate degraded sites, with a view to improving socioeconomic 
livelihoods and increasing biodiversity. The peatlands resolution built on earlier 
resolutions, such as the 2018 resolution calling for environmental solutions to 
implement the sustainable development goals (United Nations et al., 2018). UNEP has 
also been a key player, with FAO, in establishing the UN-REDD+ Programme (Rieley & 
Lubinaite, 2014). 

The Global Peatlands Initiative (GPI) is a multi-partner initiative launched by UNEP in 
2016 aimed at improving the conservation, restoration and sustainable management of 
peatlands.  Its 49 member organisations work with four partner countries: the Republic 
of Congo, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Indonesia and Peru, to improve the 
conservation, restoration and sustainable management of peatlands (GPI, 2024). 
UNEP-World Conservation Monitoring Centre and University of Leeds produced the 
first policy brief on the central Congo Basin peatlands, which GPI used to broker the 
Brazzaville Declaration and helped bring global attention to the central Congo Basin 
peatlands. GPI produced the Global Peatlands Assessment to asses the state of the 
world’s peatlands, including in the Congo Basin (UNEP, 2022). 

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/25351/Brazzaville_Declaration.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://stg-wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/30796/UNEA3_5EN.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/25351/Brazzaville_Declaration.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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The World Bank, one of the specialist agencies of the United Nations, includes part of 
the peatland area in its Emissions Reduction Programme in the departments of Likouala 
and Sangha (see Private Sector section). The World Bank was the administering agency 
for GEF grants promoting sustainable forest management and supporting Ntokou 
Pikounda National Park (Strengthening the management of wildlife and improving 
livelihoods in northern Republic of Congo, 2017-2021 and the Forest and Economic 
Diversification Project, 2018-2021).  In addition, the World Bank conducted its first 
natural capital accounting assessment of the Republic of Congo’s natural assets in 
2024, to evaluate the contribution of natural resources to the economy and how the 
economy affects this resource over time (personal communication Bilombo F., 26 
September 2024).   

COUNTRY PACKAGES  

The French government leads what are known as ‘Country Packages’ of financial and 
technical support to protect a country's high-biodiversity and high-carbon areas. The 
$50 million Country Package signed with the Republic of Congo includes an 
agreement to better map the countries’ peatlands, establish a strong national 
monitoring system for biodiversity and carbon in the peatlands, and a study of the 
financial, social and environmental costs and benefits of protecting the peatlands and 
innovative mid- and long-term financing of their protection, and well as similar work on 
non-peatland high-value forests (The Republic of Congo and the French Republic, 
2023).  This will feed into a study to determine the investment plan to achieve the 
Global Biodiversity Framework’s conservation target under Target 3 (to effectively 
conserve biodiversity in 30% of a country’s area by 2030).   

THE EUROPEAN UNION  

There is a long-standing partnership between the European Union (EU) and the 
Republic of Congo based on a shared objective of poverty reduction. The EU’s funding 
includes a component on sustainable and inclusive development in and around 
Odzala-Kokoua National Park and Nouabalé-Ndoki National Park (European Union, 
2021). The EU is committed to the objectives defined in the CAFI Letter of Intent and 
will likely frame any future engagement around the Letter of Intent, but currently does 
not have programmes in the peatlands of the Republic of Congo (personal 
communication, Demerre, S., 29 July 2024).  
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THE FRENCH DEVELOPMENT AGENCY  

The French Development Agency, or Agence Française de Développement (AFD), has 
its own aid programme in the Republic of Congo alongside AFD involvement in the 
French-led the Country Package and CAFI’s activities in the peatlands, such as the 
Sustainable Land Use Programme (PUDT). AFD is committed to achieving the 
objectives set out in the CAFI letter of intent including defining a special status for the 
peatlands. French support to the PUDT aims to resolve overlapping land-use claims, to 
guarantee complementarity between different uses, including the peatlands as areas of 
high conservation value forest (personal communication, Seger, M., 18 July 2024).  

THE UK FOREIGN, COMMONWEALTH & DEVELOPMENT OFFICE  

The Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO) is the UK’s ministry that 
disperses overseas development assistance. FCDO does not have any peatlands 
specific programmes in the Republic of Congo. However, FCDO has funded community 
mapping of customary land in DRC including some areas of peatlands. FCDO provides 
finance to support African countries to mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate 
change and to achieve the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity. In 
2024 FCDO launched a $500 million, eight-year programme to mobilize £2 billion in 
private investment for forests, to benefit smallholders and improve land management, 
including in the Congo Basin (Bidstats, 2024). In 2024 FCDO launched the £90 million 
Congo Basin Forest Action Programme to fund projects to protect forests and peatlands 
and promote green development including improve local peoples livelihoods. This 
funds some scientific work in the peatlands as part of the Congo Basin Science 

Initiative. One FCDO ambition is to assist in creating financial mechanisms for forest 
and peatlands protection via payments for ecosystem services to improve the 
livelihoods of Indigenous Peoples and local communities (personal communication, 
Carr, A., 28 May 2024). The vision is for local empowerment through financial benefits 
from peatlands protection, enabled by better governance, and effective civil society 
participation (personal communication, Carr, A., 28 May 2024). 

THE US GOVERNMENT 

The US Agency for International Development (USAID) funded the Central African 
Regional Program for the Environment (CARPE) since 1995, although this program was 
closed down in early 2025.  In its initial phase the focus was on gathering information 
on the Central African forest ecosystem and building institutional and human 
resources capacity; then the focus was on sustainable natural resource management 

https://www.mappingforrights.org/
https://devtracker.fcdo.gov.uk/programme/GB-GOV-1-301464/summary
https://congobasinscience.net/
https://congobasinscience.net/
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and land use planning; and the later phase placed a greater emphasis on citizen 
participation and fostering public private partnerships (CARPE, 2024). CARPE 
landscapes, the areas chosen for attention in phase 3, included peatlands in the 
Republic of Congo and the Democratic Republic of Congo. USAID also ran the 
Sustainable Wetlands Adaptation and Mitigation Program (SWAMP) which funded 
some research into the central Congo Basin peatlands, among other wetlands, and 
under this programme. Additionally, the US Forest Service published a review of the 
legal framework related to peatlands in the Republic of Congo and in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, and a national peatland definition for the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (US Forest Service, 2024). 

ORGANISATION OF ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT  

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) has a 
Development Assistance Committee (DAC) dealing with development cooperation. The 
DAC has developed guidelines for aid agencies for improved conservation and 
sustainable use of tropical and sub-tropical wetlands. The guidelines promote the 
importance of wetlands and orient donors on integrating wetlands protection into 
policies, programmes and projects (OECD, 1996). The OECD sees potential for the 
Republic of Congo to monetise its natural ecosystems but recognises that current 
financial flows are low (OECD, 2023). The OECD has no known projects in the Republic 
of Congo’s peatlands. 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH ORGANISATIONS 

The CongoPeat network of scientists (www.congopeat.net) initially brought the central 
Congo Basin peatlands to global attention by mapping the peatlands for the first time 
(Dargie et al., 2017). CongoPeat is co-led by University of Leeds UK, Marien Ngouabi 
University in Brazzaville, and University of Kinsahsa in DRC, and was funded by the 
Natural Environment Research Council, part of the UK science budget. The CongoPeat 
network then worked with UNEP and the Global Peatlands Initiative to co-develop the 
Brazzaville Declaration to protect the peatlands. Subsequently, the CongoPeat network 
developed a programme which ran from 2018-2024 to better understand the 
peatlands, also funded by the Natural Environment Research Council, part of the UK 
science budget. This trained scientists and collected data on the genesis, history, 
development, contemporary environment and potential future of the central Congo 
peatlands. International research on the peatlands has increased national interest in 
the topic and prompted further international interest. The peatland maps, carbon stock 
maps and other data the scientists have provided have been the essential pre-

https://congopeat.net/
http://www.congopeat.net/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/11/science/peat-swamp-congo-global-warming.html
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/25351/Brazzaville_Declaration.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://congopeat.net/data/
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requisite information needed to justify the investments in peatland protection by CAFI, 
IKI, GEF and others. While funding science is not the same as funding peatland 
protection, CongoPeat scientific outputs enable governments, the private sector, 
NGOs, international organisations, potential funders and other stakeholders to act on 
the new knowledge scientists generate.  

Future Expectations and Aspirations  
of Civil Society Organisations  
Civil society organizations in the Republic of Congo cover those focused on forest 
governance, human rights, wildlife conservation and social development. In terms of 
aspirations across these different organisations that is significant overlap. There is a 
desire to manage the peatlands sustainably,  to strengthen the rights, recognition, and 
participation of Indigenous Peoples and local communities in the management and 
protection of peatlands, to see an end to poverty in the peatlands region, to maintain 
wildlife populations, and to develop a green economy in the region that generates 
wealth, respects human rights and protects the peatlands. Ultimately, civil society 
envisions a future where Indigenous Peoples and local communities are active 
custodians of the peatlands, with their traditional knowledge respected and integrated 
into national policies, fostering social justice, environmental sustainability, and cultural 
preservation (personal communication, Kone, L., 8 May 2024). 

Future Expectations and Aspirations  
of the International Community  
International community organizations and donors have differing agendas, but taken 
together there are some common positions they take related to the peatlands. Many 
are looking to support the Republic of Congo in maintaining the peatlands in their 
intact state while formalizing the management of the peatlands by local communities 
and the government to balance environmental conservation with sustainable social 
development. Many organizations want to see long-term financing for the protection of 
the peatlands and equitable benefit-sharing for Indigenous Peoples and local 
communities, with a focus on securing use rights and preventing land use change 
(personal communication, Eisen, J., 23 January 2024; Marchal, A., 28 March 2024). 
There is widespread support for the governments 2023 Law on the Environment and 
Sustainable Development, specially designating the peatlands as a special legal status, 
with the status protecting the peatlands from drainage or deforestation, and one that 
respects Indigenous Peoples and local community rights. This is the position of CAFI 
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and its donor countries, the French Development Agency (AFD), and the World Bank.  
They envisage a landscape where peatlands are effectively protected through 
integrated legal and policy frameworks (personal communication, Veysseyre, J., 13 
September 2024; Maleki, D., 13 April 2024).  

Overall, the expectation is that international organisations will support the government 
of the Republic of Congo and peatland-dependent communities to enact a 
comprehensive approach to peatland management, aligning climate, biodiversity, and 
social objectives, that protects the peatlands in perpetuity while growing a green 
economy for the benefit of peatland-dependent communities and all of the people of 
the Republic of Congo.  
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